
There are ten photo albums 
of Campbell family trips 
in the Museum’s archives. 
The albums contain 826 
images, which include 
698 photographs and 128 
art prints. Twenty-seven 
photographers have been 
identified in the collection, 
many of whom are well-
known in the history of 
photography. There had 
been speculation that Hugh 
Campbell himself was an 
amateur photographer 
and had taken some of the 
album images, but there is 
no evidence to support this. 
Rather, Hugh and his brothers 
were a few of the innumerable 
customers of a photographic 
legacy that spanned the world 
during the Gilded Age.
In 1837, when Louis-Jacques-
Mandé Daguerre and William Henry Fox Talbot announced 
their original photographic processes (the daguerreotype and 
talbotype, respectively), nobody could envision the range of 

Museum Hours
March to December

Wednesday to Saturday 
10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

Sunday
12 to 4 p.m.

Monday & Tuesday 
By Appointment

January & February
By Appointment

1508 Locust Street 
St. Louis, MO  63103 

314-421-0325
 

CampbellHouse 
Museum.org

Continued on page 4

CAMPBELL HOUSE

City Living Since 1851 Summer 2026 Newsletter

CourierCourier

Director's Message...page 2 
Upcoming Events Calendar ...page 3

Garden Volunteers Needed...page 6
Trivia Night...page 7
From the Archives...page 8

In This Issue

Departures to Unknown Lands:  
THE PHOTOGRAPHERS By Thomas Gronski

(above) The Fountain of Sultan 
Ahmed III, Constantinople 

(Istanbul), Turkey in a photograph 
by Pascal Sébah. The man at center 

is believed to be Pascal Sébah 
(detail at right). Taken from 

Campbell Album No. 5.
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The Campbell House Museum enlivens the history of St. 
Louis and Westward Expansion through the story of 
the Campbell family and their home.
Since opening, the Campbell House Museum has 
served the greater St. Louis area as one of the 
region’s premier historic property museums. The 
Museum not only preserves the Campbells’ house, 
but also their collection of original furniture, 
fixtures, paintings, objects and thousands of 
pages of family documents. After a meticulous 
five-year restoration the building reflects its 
opulent 1880s appearance, when the house was 
one of the centers of St. Louis society.
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Crest of the Campbells of Aughalane

I am pleased to announce the 
release of my second book, 
Mapping Missouri: A History of 
the Show-Me State in 40 Rare 
Maps, published by Reedy Press, 

a St. Louis publisher that does 
amazing work promoting local 
history.  
Missouri is truly in the middle of it all. The state’s 
place at the confluence of the Missouri and the 
Mississippi Rivers attracted Native Americans, 
French and Spanish fur traders, and American 

pioneers and settlers. Missouri became a nexus for 
travelers from the east, and the gateway to places 

further west, while at the same time 14 of the Western 
US states were carved from Missouri Territory. Mapping 
Missouri examines the growth of our state from its 
geological formation millions of years ago to the present 
day.
My book is designed as a history but also as a guide to 
encourage the reader to visit and experience their own 
areas of interest. I hope  you check it out and let Missouri 
“show you” its beauty and significance.
Join me at Campbell House on October 18 for the official 
book release and get your autographed copy or come to 
the November 8 book lecture (event details on the next 
page).



TRIVIA NIGHT
Saturday, July 25, 6-9 p.m. 
Annual trivia night fundraiser at the IBEW Hall to benefit 
the Campbell House Museum, DeMenil Mansion and Field 
House Museum. (see page 7 for more details). 

CONCERT: A Nightingale Sang,  
A Historical Program of  Victorian Superstar Jenny Lind 
Saturday, September 12, 7 p.m.
Sunday, September 13, 4 p.m.
Celebrate the 175th Anniversary 
of the construction of Campbell 
House with acclaimed soprano 
Angel Azarra. Azarra will sing for an 
intimate concert in the historic parlor 
of the Campbell House. Surrounded 
by the elegance of a bygone era, 
guests will hear selections from Jenny 
Lind’s famed 1851 American tour 
alongside music connected to the 
Campbell family. The program will 
be performed on the Campbells’ own 
1855 square grand piano, inviting you 
to imagine an evening much like one 
the Campbell family enjoyed.
Angel Azarra (AngelAzzarra.com) is 
a dramatic soprano that has appeared 
at Opera Theatre of St. Louis, Detroit 
Opera, and St. Petersburg Opera.  
With only 36 guests at each 
performance, this rare musical 
gathering offers the chance to step 
beyond the museum ropes and into 
the rhythm of nineteenth-century 
life. Performances will be held 
on September 12 at 7 p.m. and 
September 13 at 4 p.m. Both will be 
followed by a reception. Tickets are 
$100 and limited to 36 people per 
performance.  

LECTURE: 
Romance, Immigrants and Bob Hope 
at Jefferson Barracks by NiNi Harris
Sunday, October 4, 2 p.m.
In 1826, the high ground south of St. Louis that overlooked 
the Mississippi was chosen for a frontier outpost of the U.S. 
Army named Jefferson Barracks. It became the site of the 
Army’s first Basic Training program, the first U.S. Cavalry, and 
the first parachute drop. The lecture is based on NiNi Harris’s 
new book, Jefferson Barracks, Defending the Nation Since 1826. 
Admission free, reservations not required. Limited parking on 
the Museum lot, free street parking on Sunday.

FALL PARTY & BOOK RELEASE
Sunday, October 18, 3-6 p.m.
Enjoy light hors d’oeuvres and Roman Punch in the garden.
Members receive 20% off all purchases in the Museum
Store, which will be stocked with all new merchandise. Get 
your signed copy of Campbell House director Andy Hahn's 
new book, Mapping Missouri: A History of the Show-Me State 
in 40 Rare Maps. Admission free, reservations not required. 
Limited parking on the Museum lot, free street parking on 
Sunday.

TWILIGHT TOURS: Mourning 
Society of St. Louis
Friday, October 30, 6-8 p.m.
Experience Campbell House with 
the Mourning Society of St. Louis 
for our annual Halloween Twilight 
Tours and Spirits in the Garden. 
Witness Robert Campbell’s 1879 
wake in the parlor. Don’t forget to 
try some funeral biscuits! Tours every 
15 minutes. Reservations required, 
tickets range from $10 to $35.

LECTURE: 
Mapping Missouri: A History of the 
Show-me State in 40 Rare Maps
Sunday, November 8, 2 p.m.
Campbell House director Andy Hahn 
will present maps and stories from his 
new book, including Fr. Marquette's 
map, which is the first time the word 
"Missouri" appeared on any map. 
Admission free, reservations not 
required. Limited parking on the 
Museum lot, free street parking on 
Sunday.

CHRISTMAS TOUR:
A Spirited Holiday Past
Saturday, Dec. 5, 10 a.m.-4 p.m.
More than 20 historic sites and 
museums across the region present a 
grand holiday tour. For this one-day 
event, each venue will be decorated 
with a festive flair. Many sites will 

also have special entertainment, whether it be a costumed skit, 
music, or seasonal activity. For more information about this 
event please visit HistoricSaintLouis.org.

More information and tickets (when needed) for these events 
can be accessed at CampbellHouseMuseum.
org/events or by calling 314-421-0325.
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UPCOMING MUSEUM EVENTS

Scan for more information about events.

Angel Azarra poses as Jenny Lind in  
the Campbell House parlor.



markets these inventions would entail. Besides portraits, 
Daguerre foresaw benefits to travelers, archaeologists, and 
naturalists. Talbot pioneered the illustrated photography book 
and suggested the use of photo inventories for antique and art 
collections.
In 1839, the first photographs 
were brought to Europe 
from Egypt. They had 
been collected for study by 
academic institutions and 
scholars, who appreciated 
their value without the 
time and expense of travel. 
Photography was first 
exhibited at London’s Hyde 
Park Great Exhibition of 
1851, and by the time of the 
Exposition Universelle in 
Paris (1855), commercially 
produced stereoviews, 
daguerreotypes, and 
ambrotypes were sold, 
alongside paper prints from 
glass negatives. All these 
events played a significant 
part in the introduction 
of photography for the 
expanding tourist trade—the 
most notable example being 
the concession operated at 
Niagara Falls by Platt D. 
Babbitt (starting 1853), who 
photographed breathtaking 
mementos for visitors. In the 
1850s, the British Museum 
contracted with Roger Fenton 
for a sales counter within the 
museum foyer, where Fenton 
sold images of museum 
objects, thus establishing the 
prototype for today’s museum 
shop.
As the high cost of travel 
diminished with the 
construction of railways, 
and the cost of paper prints 
decreased in the 1860s, a vast 
market for tourist imagery 
was created. Numerous 
photographic studios were 
established to cater to 
wealthy travelers, especially 
along the routes of the Grand 

Tours through Europe and the Middle East. This market 
was dominated by (among others) Pascal Sébah in Egypt, 
Felix Bonfils in Palestine, Francis Frith in Britain, Robert 
T. Macpherson in Italy, Jean Laurent in Spain, and G. & R. 
Ravis in Great Britain, in addition to markets in Japan, India, 

Canada, and the United 
States.
Of the nearly 700 
photographs in the Campbell 
collection, more than 250 are 
attributed to three giants in 
the history of photography: 
Pascal Sébah (1823–1886) 
was born in Constantinople 
(present day Istanbul). His 
father was a Syrian Melkite 
Catholic and his mother 
was Armenian. Sébah 
purportedly studied for the 
priesthood in Venice, but 
dropped out and returned 
to Istanbul. He initially 
worked with the French 
photographer, Henri 
Bechard. After receiving 
medals at the International 
Exhibition in Paris, he 
opened his first studio, Sébah 
& Co., in Constantinople 
around 1857. He renamed 
his studio El Chark ("The 
Orient"), and by 1860 
moved to larger quarters at 
232 Grande Rue de Péra, 
and sometime after 1868 
to 439 Grande Rue de Péra 
(closer to the embassies and 
hotels). His early work was 

in landscape photography, 
including panoramas of 
Istanbul, but he was also a 
portrait photographer and 
illustrated Osman Hamdi 
Bey’s book on the popular 
costumes of Turkish and other 
ethnic groups. In 1873, Sébah 
was successful enough to 
open a second studio in Cairo. 
That same year, he exhibited 
at the Ottoman pavilion of 
the Universal Exposition in 
Vienna, Austria. 
Following Pascal’s death 
in June 1886, his studio 
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Photographers – Continued from page 1

Church of the Holy Sepulchre, Jerusalem. Photograph by  
Felix Bonfils. Taken from Campbell Album No. 6.

Mosque of Mishdd, at Philae, Egypt. Photograph by  
Antonio Beato. Taken from Campbell Album No. 6.
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continued under the management of his brother, Cosmi, who 
in 1888 partnered with Polycarpe Joaillier, forming Sébah & 
Joaillier. Pascal's son, Johannes ( Jean) Pascal Sébah, joined in 
1888 and he later managed the studio. Operations continued 
until its closure in 1973. The Campbell collection contains 
171 images attributed to Sébah.
Felix Bonfils was born in 1831 
in Saint-Hippolyte-du-Fort 
(Gard, France). He married 
Lydie Cabanis in 1857. Felix 
opened a studio in the nearby 
town of Allais in 1864, and 
in 1866-67 a studio in Beirut, 
Syria. In December 1871, 
Bonfils reported to the Société 
Française de Photographie 
that he had no fewer than 
15,000 albumen prints in stock, 
obtained from 590 negatives 
made in Syria, Palestine, 
Egypt, and Greece. As early 
as 1872, Bonfils contracted 
with an American publisher, 
Charles Taber & Co., who 
released Bonfils’ “Catalogue 
of Views in the East, Egypt, 
Palestine, Syria, Greece, 
and Stereoscopic Views of 
Palestine from New Original 
Negatives.” The catalogue 
listed 367 views and 158 
stereoviews. In addition, the 
catalogue featured 33 "Diverse 
Costumes," ranging from 
"Arab Musicians" to "Turkish 
Woman,” and 537 stereoviews, 
99 of them devoted to 
costumes. In 1878, Félix 
published Souvenirs d'Orient, 
a five-volume compilation of 
his 250 best photographs. This 
work earned him a medal at the 
Exposition Universelle in Paris. Trilingual text – in French, 
English, & German – showed the range of Bonfils market 
share. 
It is often impossible to give a precise date for Bonfils 
photographs. Reference numbers changed from one 
catalogue to another, and the same site was photographed 
several times, using the same reference number. It is thought 
that his wife, Lydie, took several photographs, especially for 
the costumes series featuring women. Felix died in 1885. In 
1909, Lydie & their son Adrien formed a partnership with 
Abraham Guiragossian, who eventually bought the archives. 
The Campbell collection contains 48 images attributed to 
Bonfils.

Antonio (Antoine) Beato (1835–1906), was an Italian-
British photographer. He was probably born in Venetian 
territory and later became a naturalized British citizen. His 
elder brother Felice Beato (1832-1909), also a photographer, 
was born in Venice, but the family may have moved to Corfu. 

A number of photographs signed 
"Felice Antonio Beato" and 
"Felice A. Beato" led at 
first to the belief that the 
brothers were one and the 
same person. 
It is likely that Antonio 
became interested in 
photography through Felice, 
who, it is believed, met 
the British photographer 
James Robertson in Malta 
in 1850. (Robertson would 
later marry the Beato 
brothers’ sister, Leonilda 
Maria). In 1851 Felice 
accompanied Robertson to 
Constantinople. Antonio 
joined these two in Malta 
around 1853. A partnership, 
known as "Robertson & 
Beato" was formed in 1853-
1854 in Pera, across the 
Golden Horn from historic 
Constantinople. Tourists 
traveling to the Middle East 
were the target market. A 
number of the firm's early 
photographs are signed 
Robertson, Beato and Co. 
and it is believed that "and 
Co." refers to Antonio. In 
July 1858 Antonio joined 
Felice in Calcutta. Antonio 
photographed in India until 

December 1859 when he 
traveled to Malta by way of 

Suez. Antonio Beato went to Cairo towards the end 1859 
and spent two years there before moving to Luxor where 
he opened a photographic studio in 1862. Whereas most 
photographers focused on the grandeur of monuments and 
architecture, Beato concentrated  his “tourist trade” on scenes 
of everyday life. He died at Luxor in 1906. The Campbell 
collection contains 33 images attributed to Beato.

Stamped reverse of a cabinet card photo by Pascal Sébah.

NOW ON EXHIBIT
Departures into Unknown Lands: 

Travels with the Campbell Brothers, 1883-1897
The companion exhibit to this article is on display  

at the museum through March 31, 2027.  



The Campbell House needs volunteers to help maintain 
and beautify its historic garden, the oldest in St. Louis 
and one of the hidden green spaces in downtown St. 
Louis. Whether you are an experienced gardener or 
simply enjoy spending time outdoors, this is a wonderful 
opportunity to contribute to the preservation of the 
Museum.
The museum’s garden plays an important role in helping 
visitors experience the atmosphere of the Gilded Age. 
Carefully maintained flower beds, shrubs, and seasonal 
plantings enhance the historic setting and provide 
a beautiful and welcoming environment for visitors. 
Keeping the garden looking its best requires regular care, 
and volunteers are essential to that effort.
Garden volunteers assist with a variety of tasks, including 
planting flowers, weeding, pruning, mulching, watering, 
and general seasonal maintenance. There is always 
something to do, and volunteers can choose activities 
that match their interests and abilities. No special 
gardening experience is required. Training and guidance 
are provided, making this an excellent opportunity for 
beginners who would like to learn more about gardening 
techniques and historic landscapes.
There is an organized garden work day once per month.  
The work day begins at 9 a.m. Remaining work days 
in 2026 are July 7, August 12, September 9, October 6, 
November 11.  No need to sign up, just show up! Can't make 
one of these days. Call us at 314-421-0325 to schedule a time. 
All volunteers receive comprehensive on-the-job training, 
a subscription to the seasonal newsletter Campbell House 
Courier, and invitations to social and educational special 
events and volunteer outings throughout the year.
If you enjoy gardening, appreciate local history, or simply 
want to give back to the community, consider joining the 
Campbell House Museum’s garden volunteer program. 
Your time and effort will help preserve a beautiful piece of 
St. Louis history for future generations to enjoy.
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A Garden in Bloom Needs Your Help
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(choose a membership level or make a donation)
q	 1851 Society..................................................$750
q	 Campbell Associate.......................................$300
q	 Century........................................................$100
q	 Sustaining......................................................$75
q	 Active.............................................................$50
q	 Junior (age  40 & under).....................................$40
q	 Other donation.........................................$_____

All members enjoy these benefits
• Unlimited free museum  
  admission and tours
• A 10% discount at the  
  Museum Gift Shop
• Advance notice of member 
  events & program
• Subscription to this newsletter

Please send to:

q	 Enclosed is my check for $_________
		  or
q	 Credit Card number:______________________ 
       Expires____/____ CVV:_____ 
Signature:___________________________________

Name _____________________________________
Address ___________________________________
City ______________  State ______  Zip _________
Phone ________ E-mail _____________________

CAMPBELL HOUSE MUSEUM
1508 Locust Street

St. Louis, Missouri  63103
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stock or about making a gift      		
through my estate plan.
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In March 1860, Henry Scholten (b. 1827), a clerk for the firm 
of Adolphus Meier & Co., received a $50 line of credit from 
Robert Campbell while traveling through Kansas territory. The 
Scholten family had emigrated from Rees, Germany about 1843 
and initially settled in Hermann, Mo. A few years later, Henry 
and his brothers moved to St. Louis, where they all started in 
various dry goods establishments. Henry would eventually move 
to Springfield, Mo. where he was a successful businessman. 
Henry’s younger brother, John A. Scholten (b. 1829), had, 
in 1858, opened an Ambrotype 

& Photographic Gallery at 
297 South Fifth St. When the Campbell family was first 
photographed by John Scholten is unknown, but the 
Campbell archive contains a number of photographic 
portraits of family members, which were  oftentimes sent 
to the extended family in Ireland or shared with friends. In 
1867 John opened a new gallery at the northwest corner 
of Fifth & Olive sts. (509 Olive St.) and in 1874 opened a 
larger studio at the southeast corner of Tenth & Olive sts. 
(920-922 Olive St.). John A. Scholten died at St. Louis in 
1886 and his photography business was continued by his 
son, John A. Scholten, Jr., who died in 1894. Circumstances 
suggest that Scholten took the photographs of the Campbell 
House interiors that were so instrumental in the restoration of 
the museum.

From the Archives

From the St. Louis Post-Dispatch, 
December 12, 1889

John Scholten

Virginia Campbell by John Scholten


